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Name Water Sustainability and the Environment under a Changing
Climate: Promoting Adaptive Management in the Delaware
River Basin

Description The Delaware water release policies are constrained by the
dictates of two US Supreme Court Decrees (1931 and 1954)
and the need for unanimity among four states: New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware -- and New York
City. Coordination of their activities and the operation under
the existing decrees is provided by the Delaware River Basin
Commission (DRBC). While much progress on improving the
release rules has been made since 2006, we have identified a
number of unresolved issues which deserve analytic attention,
and for which we are confident that quantitatively based
recommendations can be generated and offered for
consideration to the stakeholders by the Delaware River
Basin Commission.

Sector Infrastructure-

Managed Ecosystems-

Economic Resources-
Focus Area Climate Impacts on Water Resources-
Region Regional Or State -- Mid-Atlantic-
Status Ongoing-
Timelines Completion 2015
Lead Agencies NOAA Regional Integrated Sciences & Assessments (RISA)

Consortium for Climate Risk in the Urban Northeast (CCRUN)
Contacts Upmanu Lall, Director, Columbia Water Center, Columbia

University, ula2@columbia.edu


