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Adaptation to Climate Change in the Northeast United States:
Opportunities, Processes, Constraints
Abstract: Scientific evidence accumulating over the past
decade documents that climate change impacts are already
being experienced in the US Northeast. Policy-makers and
resource managers must now prepare for the impacts from
climate change and support implementing such plans on the
ground. In this paper we argue that climate change
challenges the region to maintain its economic viability, but
also holds some opportunities that may enhance economic
development, human well-being, and social justice. To face
these challenges and seize these opportunities effectively we
must better understand adaptation capacities, opportunities
and constraints, the social processes of adaptation,
approaches for engaging critical players and the broader
public in informed debate, decision-making, and conscious
interventions in the adaptation process. This paper offers a
preliminary qualitative assessment, in which we emphasize
the need for (1) assessing the feasibility and side effects of
technological adaptation options, (2) increasing available
resources and improving equitable access to them, (3)
increasing institutional flexibility, fit, cooperation and decisionmaking authority, (4) using and enhancing human and social
capital, (5) improving access to insurance and other riskspreading mechanisms, and (6) linking scientific information
more effectively to decision-makers while engaging the public.
Throughout, we explore these issues through illustrative
sectoral examples. We conclude with a number of principles
that may guide the preparation of future adaptation plans for
the Northeast.

Type

- PRODUCTS: Plans, Assessments, Studies

Sector

- Public Health and Safety
- Infrastructure
- Managed Ecosystems
- Natural Ecosystems
- Social and Cultural Resources
- Economic Resources

Focus Area

- Coasts and Climate Resilience (including sea-level rise)
- Changes in Extremes of Weather and Climate

Region

- Regional Or State -- New England -- Mid-Atlantic
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