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Name
Description

Climate Change Indicators in the United States, 2nd Edition
From the Report: Climate Change Indicators in the United
States, 2012,
presents 26 indicators to help readers better understand
observed trends related to the causes and
effects of climate change. This document updates a
report published by EPA in 2010.
Various government agencies, academic institutions,
and other organizations contributed data critical to
the development of this report. EPA also received
feedback from a diverse group of scientists, researchers,
and communications experts in the public and
private sectors. This feedback helped to inform the
content and new features of this 2012 report. All
of the indicators in this report are based on data
that have been collected and compiled according
to protocols accepted by the scientific community.
The indicators were chosen using a standard set of
criteria that considered usefulness, objectivity, data
quality, transparency, ability to meaningfully communicate,
and relevance to climate change. In addition,
the report was peer-reviewed by independent
technical experts.
Climate Change Indicators in the United States, 2012,
is written with the primary goal of informing readers’
understanding of climate change. In addition to
presenting climate change observations and trends
in the United States and globally, this report highlights
the far-reaching significance of these changes
and their possible consequences for people, the environment,
and society.
This report is also designed to be useful for scientists,
analysts, decision-makers, educators, and
others who can use climate change indicators as a
tool for:
• Assessing trends in environmental quality, factors
that influence the environment, and effects on
ecosystems and society.
• Effectively supporting science-based decisionmaking
and communication.
• Evaluating existing and future climate-related
policies and programs.

Type

- PRODUCTS: Plans, Assessments, Studies

Sector

- Public Health and Safety
- Natural Ecosystems
- Social and Cultural Resources

Focus Area

Region

- Sustainability of Marine Ecosystems
- Coasts and Climate Resilience (including sea-level rise)
- Climate Impacts on Water Resources
- Changes in Extremes of Weather and Climate
- Conservation/ Restoration of Sensitive Species and Habitats

- International
- National
Lead Agencies U.S. EPA, Office of Atmospheric Programs, Climate Change
Division
Contacts
climateindicators@epa.gov

